The species Apis vechti (M AA , 1953) , the Saban honey bee, is recognized as a valid species. Additional to the description of M AA (1953) species-specific characters associated with the endophallus, hind leg tibial hair of the drone and worker bee fore-wing venation are described.
INTRODUCTION
We recently investigated the origins of a body color variation present in the populations of honey bees in Sabah that occupy multiple comb nests in cavities. Sabah is the northeastern most area of the island of Borneo. Some of the cavity nesting honey bees of the area are primarily black ; others are uniformly rufous.
It quickly became apparent that the rufous bees had a variety of characteristics which showed that they were members of a separate species. M AA (1953) studied workers of this species, and based on worker bee morphology, described and named them Sigmatapis vechti. R U TT NER (1988) (See R UTTNER , 1988 for description of the endophalli of the other species and discussion of the species-specific value for honey bees of the structure of the drone endophallus).
The wing venation of Apis vechti workers is also exceptional (Fig. 2) 
